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Heidelberg United Church of Christ Telephone: (215) 368-0442

… A Faith Community with a Place for YOU
1101 Cowpath Road, Hatfield, PA 19440 Website: www.heidelbergucc.org

From Pastor Marianne
Blessings As We Journey Through the Lenten Season
Together.

I am so thankful for our gathered community of faithful
friends in Christ.  Our attendance for Ash Wednesday
was superb.  We also had a wonderful turnout when we
hosted the following Wednesday, here at our church.
Thank you to everyone who participated in some way
by being involved in the worship service and/or
providing hospitality.  As usual, we had a beautiful table
spread with lots of goodies as we invited our guests to
fellowship with us.  The following Wednesday at Church
of the Brethren was not as well attended, in part, due
to the icy conditions.  Although their church parking lot
was perfectly clear, I know some people had icy
conditions in their own communities that needed to be
dealt with.  We don’t want anyone to slip and fall, so
I’m glad everyone is using good judgment.  As I write
this, we also had a wonderful service at Saint Maria
Goretti. Our confirmands are attending our
Wednesday evening services at the various churches to
get a better understanding of the types of worship in
our Hatfield Community as we partner with different
denominations gathered with Christ as our central
focus.  We are looking at the Crossroads of Confession,
Betrayal, Judgment, Compassion, Declaration, and
Obedience. Brent Gerges led us portraying King David
with special garb designed by Cindra.

The children in Sunday School are receiving special
items as we journey through Lent during the opening

exercises. They received two stones representing the
stone tablets given to Moses with the Ten
Commandments.  They also received the Ark of The
Covenant to put them in.  Curt Michener displayed his
woodworking handiwork by adding handles to the
“arks.”  Cindra also knitted very special miniature
prayer shawls for each child as they remember
someone in prayer for each tassel on their shawl. Judy
also picked up some special items as we continue to
focus on God’s Covenant to the people of Israel and
God’s New Commandment He has given to us through
Jesus Christ.  Last Sunday, Randy Reiff represented the
Giant that David, portrayed by Ben Currie, slayed.  Ben
was convinced that he could “take the Giant down even
without the sling shot by going for the knees.”  Sue
Camuso has been accompanying us at the piano as we
sing “My God Is So Great” led by our children and “Love
Canon.”

The children with their replicas of The Ark of the Covenant.

Our adults are studying and reflecting on the writings in
Maxie Dunnam’s Intercessory Prayer Workbook and we
are gathering together for some very interesting
discussion Sunday mornings before worship.

Our cross has been embellished with specific symbols
reflecting on Lent with a new character, the Rooster,
making his debut appearance remembering Peter’s
denial of Jesus three times before the Cock crowed.
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This experience is reflected in our worship every Sunday
as we ask for forgiveness/mercy three times as part of
our confession and absolution.

We welcomed to our flock Sharon Polukis with joy as
our newest member with a light luncheon following.
Thank you to the Membership Committee and
Hospitality Committee for making our time together so
meaningful.

Our prayer breakfast has been well attended and we
are focusing on specific needs of those listed on our
prayer list.  We are seeing some very wonderful results
as an effect of our coming to God in supplication,
sharing our burdens for healing.

As we approach Holy Week, we will again transform
Light Hall into a meditative worship space designed in
the Taize Community format Maundy Thursday, April
13th at 6:00 P.M.  Emmanuel Evangelical
Congregational Church will be joining us again this year
as they did last year.  As you may recall, the Taize
Community is a group of monks in France dedicated to
a monastic way of life.  The music is simple and
repetitive, giving those participating a way of reaching a
place of peace and tranquility through the phrases
inviting Jesus’ presence with us.  The atmosphere is one
of candle light and harmony as we petition God through
prayer and song.  We share together the bread and cup
as we meet the presence of Jesus and recall His last
supper with His disciples.  This is also a time to gather
together with a simple meal of soup, made by women’s
fellowship and bread made by Shirley Snyder.  The
service ends as we depart in silence.

This is how Light Hall was transformed for the Maundy
Thursday service last year.  If you weren’t there, try to
picture this after dark, with the lights out and all the
candles lit.  It set the stage for a beautiful and meaningful
time of worship.  Don’t miss it this year!

Good Friday service will be held here at our church this
year along with Emmanuel E.C. at 7:30 PM and will be

Tenebrae, a service of scripture and hymns with the
extinguishing of lights bringing us to darkness and
silence at the conclusion.  We focus on the suffering of
Jesus on the cross, the darkness of the sky and of sin, in
order that we may more fully realize and appreciate
Christ’s suffering as an atonement for our sins.  We
walk this lonesome valley with Jesus because He walked
it for us.

The culmination of our Lenten journey is Easter
morning as we celebrate our Risen Lord and Savior at
8:00 AM and 10:45 AM.  We do have adult and
children’s Sunday School Easter morning.

I will be on vacation from April 17 to 23, but will be
attending the Friends Club Dinner on Saturday.  I’m also
looking forward to our Spring Hymn Sing with our Shut-
ins at 1:00 P.M. after a light lunch for those going
caroling on April 30th.

A sincere and hearty Thank You from my Dad, Paul
Unger and from me for your thoughts, love, prayers,
prayer shawl, stew, and cards during his quadruple
heart bypass surgery and recovery.

May will be a busy month with our usual activities.  I am
also planning a healing service tentatively for May 21 at
the conclusion of our worship time together.  We will
again have a special service for Memorial Day on the
28th.

Thank you from the depths of my being as you trust me
with your deepest concerns and prayer needs.  As you
listen intently while the scriptures are edified through
the preaching of the Word.  As you volunteer of your
time, talents, and financial resources to continue to
make Heidelberg such a warm and loving place to
gather in the name of Jesus.  To God Be The Glory.

Your Servant in Christ,

Rev. Dr. Marianne Unger

Women’s Fellowship
- Bev Lersch

On Tuesday, April 4, the Women’s Fellowship will meet
at 6:00 PM to make soup for the Maundy Thursday
soup supper.  All women are invited!
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Stewardship Notes
- Roger Freidinger

A Red Cross blood drive will be held at Heidelberg on
Saturday, April 29.  Please see Russ or Becky Burger
for more information.

Your contributions to the Ash Wednesday and
Maundy Thursday offerings will be divided evenly
between Haven of Hope and the Williams Family
ministry.

Your generous contributions of personal care items
and food to Haven of Hope and the Food Cupboard
(given to Manna on Main Street), respectively, were
recently delivered.  Thank you.

A March newsletter was received from the Williams
Family and is included in the Challenger. See page 7.

Blood Drive
- Russ & Becky Burger

Our Red Cross blood
drive will be held at
Heidelberg on Saturday,
April 29, from 9:00 AM to
2:00 PM.  Contact Russ or Becky for more information
about donating, or about scheduling an appointment.

Red Cross is recommending that donors use
RapidPass, a new tool that allows you to help save
lives in less time. If you’re receiving a pdf copy of The
Challenger, just click on the link below.  If you have a
paper copy, type this into the address bar of your
web browser:
http://www.redcrossblood.org/rapidpass.

Once there, use the Give Blood. Find a Blood Drive.
link in the upper right section of the screen to locate
our blood drive, and make an appointment.  On the
day of the drive, you can go on line and answer, on
line, a series of questions that you would normally be
asked once you arrive at the drive location.  At the
end of the process, you can print your RapidPass or
email it to yourself for retrieval on your phone when
you arrive at the drive.  Completing this information
ahead of time can save you up to 15 minutes or more
at the blood drive location! Note that you must
complete the RapidPass questions on the day of the
blood drive; you cannot complete them in advance.

Saving lives is important, and everyone’s time is
valuable.  Make the most of it with RapidPass!

Welcome, Sharon Polukis
- Ashley Paskill

On March 19, Heidelberg held a new member
luncheon to welcome Sharon Polukis. Pastor
Marianne made barbeque, and the Hospitality
Committee arranged sides and desserts. The
luncheon followed the service, where Sharon was
officially welcomed as a member of Heidelberg.
Many thanks to all who helped make this luncheon a
success!

Sharon, who has lived in Hatfield for 47 years, has
been married to her husband, Bob, for 52 years.
Together, they have two children and 5
grandchildren.  She worked at Western Union in
Manhattan before becoming a legal secretary. After
the birth of her children, she became an assistant
teacher at Easter Seals and at a local daycare center,
and she eventually started a daycare out of her
home.

Welcome, Sharon!

Bible Jeopardy
- Judy Stimson

1. He denied knowing Jesus three times before the
rooster crowed twice.

2. Jesus first words to his disciples when he
appeared to them after his death.

3. Jesus went here to pray after the Last Supper.
4. The prayer that Jesus taught the disciples.
5. The world become dark and the temple curtain

tore.
(answers on next page)
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Friends Club Dinner
- Jerry and Diane Yarbrough

You are cordially invited to join us for dinner!

When:  Saturday, April 22, 2017
Time:  6:00 PM
Place:  Joseph Ambler Inn “Roberts House”
Cost:  $35.00 per person*            (cash bar separate)
Entrée Choices:

Petite Filet Mignon
Herb Roasted Filet of Salmon

Pork Tenderloin
Parmesan Crusted Breast of Chicken

*Dinner price includes: cheese/fruit tray appetizer, salad,
entrée, dessert, gratuity, and tax.

Please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex! Speak to
Jerry Yarbrough for more information or call the
Church Office.

Just to whet your appetite, we have some pictures of
the Roberts House, where we will be eating!

Bible Jeopardy Answers
-

Judy Stimson

VBS Golf Outing
- Jerry Yarbrough

Friends of Heidelberg, it is time to mark your
calendars and start your exercise program to
participate in the 18th Annual Golf Open. The date is
Saturday, May 6th, 2017 at Mainland Golf Course.

We are looking for you to start getting your teams
ready. We are hopeful for more ladies to come out
this year and have a lot of fun. The price, as it has
been for many years, is $75.00 per golfer and $25.00
per sponsor sign.

Your generosity, whether it be playing golf or
sponsoring a hole, will go toward the 2017 Vacation
Bible School to be held at the new church building of
Grace Lutheran Church. Just to remind you, your
efforts fund the varied needs of VBS: program
selection, program supplies, and a family style dinner
which is offered every night to encourage full family
participation, and is open to the entire community.

So get in shape, find your clubs and get ready for fun
on the links of Mainland Golf Course. Sign-up sheets
are coming soon. If you want more information on
the event, speak with Fred Capanna, Dick Stoudt, or
Jerry Yarbrough.

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ON THE COURSE MAY 6TH!
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Our Own Version of “UCC Roots!”
- Pastor Marianne

Insights into the United Church of Christ

I left off with part II of our Ecumenical History in
the November, 2016 issue of The Challenger, so
the Worship Committee thought it would be a
good idea to continue so that members who did
not grow up in this tradition would have a better
understanding of our roots and theology.

“More recently, a liturgical renewal
movement has arisen that is so
thoroughly ecumenical that the strands of
its history are difficult to trace.
Protestants rejoice to find in Roman
Catholicism a renewed emphasis on the
place of preaching and full congregational
participation in worship.  Roman
Catholics celebrate the renewed interest
of Protestants in the sacrament of Holy
Communion and in the power of liturgical
symbols.

This renewed appreciation for the unitive
wholeness of word and sacrament
promises to correct what Karl Barth
defined as torso worship.  After criticizing
Roman Catholics for sacramental worship
that lacks responsible preaching and
Protestants for sermon services that lack
the sacraments, he remarked, “Both types
of service are impossible.”  He cautioned
that in Sunday worship the preaching
and hearing of the sermon are
compromised when the opportunity to
participate in Holy Communion is denied.
In a similar way, faithful sharing in the
sacrament is compromised when the
preaching of the word is omitted or
diminished in its importance.

Although John Calvin spoke eloquently of
the place of the sermon, as did Luther
and other reformers of the sixteenth
century, he resisted every attempt to drive
a wedge between word and sacrament.
He boldly asserted that the sermon is
itself sacramental in the sense that it is
the verbal articulation of the same Word
met in the sacrament of Holy
Communion.  Nonetheless, one does not
displace the other.  An order for word and

sacrament remains normative for Sunday
worship.

This conviction has been reaffirmed recently by
Christians of diverse traditions who see word
and sacrament as a unitive whole.  Baptism,
Eucharist and Ministry states:  “Since the
anamnesis (recalling, remembering) of Christ is
the very content of the preached word as it is
of the eucharistic meal, each reinforces the
other.  The celebration of the eucharist
properly includes the proclamation of the
word.”

In addition to this convergence, from the rich
worship life of the Eastern Orthodox churches,
Protestants and Roman Catholics are learning
how to stand in awe of the mystery of God and
how to resist the scholasticism that reduces an
individual to intellect alone.  Everywhere,
Christians moved by the Holy Spirit remind the
churches of the charismatic treasury of gifts
among the people of God.”

(to be continued in future issues)

Help Wanted – Apply in Narthex

We have a number of positions
open for just the right persons.
Must be able to extend hand and
clasp another person’s hand
warmly yet gently, while smiling.
Must be friendly, and be able to
enunciate the word “hello”
enthusiastically.  That pretty much describes our whole
congregation, and we need you to be a greeter!  Sign up
on the chart in the narthex.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Our thanks
to the sponsors of this issue:

Jan and Ed Kachinsky
and

Judy and Al Stimson
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Recipe Corner
- Judy Stimson

Traditions!  We all have holiday
traditions.   One of our Easter
traditions is an Easter Bunny
cake that is from my mother’s
“CUT-UP CAKES” cookbook by
Baker’s Coconut from 1956.
Maybe you have one of these

little treasures hiding on your cookbook shelf too.
If not, this is an easy way to make a special holiday
cake that the little ones will love.  Sometimes it so
difficult to decide whether to have a piece of the
ear, the bow tie, or maybe the whisker.  If you
want to upset the family, decide to offer a
different more creative dessert. I tried to do that
and it didn’t work. So… I’m making an Easter
Bunny cake!

QUICK LIKE A BUNNY!

1. You’ll need a 9-inch square cake for the bunny.
Use any treasured recipe or cake mix.  When
the cake is cool, cut two 1 1/2-inch strips from
one side of the cake for the bunny ears.  The
large cake piece is bunny’s face.

2. Arrange the cake pieces on a tray, as shown (I
buy a cardboard cake tray from Michael’s).  I
will cut one of the ears so that it is floppy, not
straight.  Then spread a fluffy white frosting
over the top and sides of the bunny’s face and
ears—make it nice and swirly.

3. Now, with Baker’s Angel Flake Coconut (I omit
the coconut, my family doesn’t eat it) give your
bunny lots of soft snowy-white fur.  If you wish,
tint a little of the coconut pink to put inside the
ears.  Use shiny jelly beans for eyes, nose, and
mouth….pink pipe cleaners or red licorice for
whiskers…and licorice stick for a bow tie.

Upcoming Special Services
- Sue Camuso

This coming Wednesday, we have our last Community
Lenten Service at Emmanuel EC Church, at 7:30 PM.
Come out and worship with your neighbors!

Palm Sunday, April 9, marks the beginning of Holy
Week.  Join us as we recall our Lord’s triumphal entry
into Jerusalem.

Our Maundy Thursday soup supper and Communion
service at 6:00 PM will incorporate Taize music once
again this year.  Come see how Light Hall is transformed
into a very special worship space.

The Good Friday Tenebrae service recalls the death of
our Savior on the cross.  Let us be together as we
remember when the Light of the World was
extinguished.

Finally, celebrate the Lord’s Supper and His resurrection on
Easter morning at 8:00 or 10:45!  Hallelujah!  He is risen!

See Al Stimson for more information.
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Williams Family March Prayer Letter

Dear Friends in Christ,

Greetings from the Netherlands. We trust that this finds you enjoying early spring time.

Classes have resumed at Tyndale for the spring semester. I am teaching two classes: Exegesis of Romans and New
Testament Theology. Below is a picture of the Romans class. From left to right are: me, Phil Tolstead (kneeling,
China), Lauren and Artur Zapater (Spain), Christable Addo (Ghana), Yasir Saleem (Pakistan), Hannah Kipgen (Nepal),
and Emanuel Howard (Ghana). Please take a moment and pray for them.

Earlier this winter, a study was released and published in
newspapers about faith in the Netherlands.The study
states that for the first time, the Netherlands has more
atheists than believers. Twenty-five percent do not
believe that God exists while seventeen percent believe
that he does. The remaining fifty-eight percent are
somewhere between belief and unbelief.

Thankfully, the younger generation (18-34) has a higher
percentage of belief in God (25%). Still, young people
are confronted with atheism to a greater degree than
many are in the States.

We are thankful that the church's youth group
continues to be a meaningful place. We host this group
every other Friday night in our home. At right is the
picture from Christmas dinner in December. Since then,
a few more have joined us! Please pray for (from left to
right); Martin, Sam, Dentrey, Tycho, Ryan, Abby, and
Laoise. Those not pictured are: Caitlin, Laura, Eleazar,
and Thomas.

[Ed. Note: Omitted here is information about signing up
for a webinar that Drake conducted on March 9.]

Thank you for your prayers and support. May God's
blessing be with you.

Yours in Christ,
Drake, Andrea, Henry, Abby, and Sam Williams

Home address:

The Williams Family
Prunuslaan 113
1829 HV Oudorp
The Netherlands

Mission agency address:

European Christian Mission
PO Box 1006
Point Roberts, WA 98281
USA

Email addresses:

dandawilliams@aol.com or

dwilliams@tyndale-europe.edu

Website for Tyndale Theological
Seminary: www.tyndale-europe.edu

Website for Evangelische Theologische
Faculteit: http://www.etf.edu/en/
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Flowers/Bulletins/Greeters
Flowers:

Apr 2 – Clara Nyce, in
memory of Lloyd Nyce
Apr 9 – Judy and Al Stimson,
in honor of their anniversary
Apr 16 – Barb Clipsham and
Gwen Heinel in loving
memory of their parents
Apr 23 – Kristin and Chris
Currie in celebration of Ben’s
8th birthday, and Evan’s 6th

birthday
Apr 30 – Diane Pierson, in
loving memory of James L
Pierson
May 7 – Brenda and Don
Ryan, in celebration of
Brenda’s birthday

May 14 – Barb Clipsham and
Gwen Heinel in loving
memory of their mother
May 21 – Shirley and Glenn
Snyder in honor of Clara
Nyce’s birthday
May 28 – Bill and Donna
Henry in honor of their
anniversary

Bulletins:
Apr 2 – Clara Nyce, in
memory of Lloyd Nyce
Apr 9 – Rose and Kevin
Kriebel in memory of Jay and
Fay
Apr 16 - – Barb Clipsham and
Gwen Heinel in loving
memory of their parents
Apr 23 Kristin and Chris Currie
in celebration of Ben’s 8th

birthday, and Evan’s 6th

birthday

Apr 30 – Diane Pierson, in
loving memory of James L
Pierson
May 7 – Jerry Yarbrough in
memory of his mother
May 14 – Barb Clipsham and
Gwen Heinel in loving
memory of their mother
May 21 – Rose and Kevin
Kriebel in memory of Jay

Greeters:
Apr 2 – Annette and Jerry
Watson
Apr 9 – Open
Apr 16 – 8:00 AM – Jan and
Ed Kachinsky
Apr 16 – 10:45 AM – Open
Apr 23 – Open
Apr 30 – Fred Capanna
May – All month open!

For Kids of All Ages

H P I D A C L P T T X A
F N P J E B Z G I T U O
B U T T E R F L Y M N G
G D A U V S G R T O A A
S L M K I Z U I M R B E
E E O L L R N S D N M Z
O F I R A A K E Q I O Q
Q F I L I O N N Y N T T
X O H L I O B K D G L F
E N O T S L U K Y U E Y
M H A P P Y E S J K Z C
K Y T D U L U F Y O J U

Easter Word Search Word List:

Alive, Butterfly, Garden, Glorious, Happy, Jesus,
Joyful, Life, Lilies, Morning, Risen, Stone, Tomb

Happy Easter!!

Easter
Word
Search
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CALENDAR!
Please confirm committee meeting dates and times with your committee chairperson.

April
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2
Fifth Sunday in
Lent; Prayer
Breakfast 8:30
AM; Court of
Honor 2:00 PM

3
Membership

6:30 pm
Stewardship

7:30 PM

4
Women’s

Fellowship
6:00 PM
(Soup)

5
Community

Lenten Service at
Emmanuel EC;

7:30 PM;
Pastor Clay Moyer

6
Compassionate
Care 7:00 PM

Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM

7 8
EASTER EGG

HUNT!
10:00 AM

The Choristers
present St.
Matthew

Passion 7:30 PM
Trinity Lutheran

9
Palm Sunday

10 11
Consistory
7:00 PM

12
Tentative

Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM

13
Maundy Thursday
Soup Supper and

Communion
6:00 PM

14
Good Friday

Service at
Heidelberg

7:30 PM

15

16
Happy Easter
Communion
Services at 8:00
& 10:45 AM
Food Cupboard

17 18 19
Choir Rehearsal

7:30 PM

20
Prayer Shawl

Ministry
1:00 – 3:00 PM

21 22
Friends Club

Dinner Joseph
Ambler Inn

6:00 PM

23
Rev. Harold
Burkett Supplies

24
Worship

Committee
7:30 PM

25
Tech

Committee
Meeting

26
Choir Rehearsal

7:30 PM

27
Confirmation

Class
6:30 PM

28 29
Red Cross Blood
Drive 9:00 AM –

2:00 PM

May
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

APRIL 30
Hymn Sing
with Shut Ins
1:00 PM after
light lunch for
“Carolers”

1
Membership

6:30 pm
Stewardship

7:30 PM

2
Women’s

Fellowship
Dinner @ Red

Lobster
6:00 PM

3
Choir Rehearsal

7:30 PM

4
Christian Ed

1:00 PM
Confirmation

Class
6:30 PM

5 6
VBS Golf
Outing

10:00 AM
Tee Time

7
Prayer
Breakfast
8:30 AM

8 9
Consistory
7:00 PM

10
Choir Rehearsal

7:30 PM

11
Confirmation

Class
6:30 PM

12 13
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Heidelberg United Church of Christ

Rev. Dr. Marianne Unger, Pastor

April 2017
Heidelberg United Church of Christ
1101 Cowpath Road
Hatfield, PA 19440

Phone: 215-368-0442

Website: www.heidelbergucc.org

Pastor: revm123@gmail.com

Secretary: secretary@heidelbergucc.org

Palm Sunday April 9
Maundy Thursday Soup Supper and Communion 6:30 PM
Good Friday Tenebrae service April 14, 7:30 PM
Easter Morning Communion Services 8:00 and 10:45 AM
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“Do not abandon
yourselves to despair.
We are the Easter
people and hallelujah

is our song.”
― Pope John Paul II

Our Mission Statement
The mission of Heidelberg United

Church of Christ is to know our Savior
and to let Him work through us

as we reach out in worship, service,
and witness to all.

Our Vision Statement

As Heidelberg United Church of Christ,
we hear God calling us to accomplish
the vision He has provided through:
broadening the base of His church’s

membership within our own
congregation; communicating His

gospel more effectively; serving the
local community with greater

commitment; to grow and strengthen
in the faith with which God has

entrusted us; and, in obedience to His
command and call, ministering in

those ways that will assure the growth
and enrichment of congregational
identity and Christian discipleship.


