
Page 1 of 8

August 2017 The Challenger
Heidelberg United Church of Christ Telephone: (215) 368-0442

… A Faith Community with a Place for YOU
1101 Cowpath Road, Hatfield, PA 19440 Website: www.heidelbergucc.org

From Pastor Marianne

Dearly Beloved Members and Friends:

The summer seems to be whizzing by and we are
gearing up for the fall and resuming our Christian
Education programs September 10th with
Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 AM and
worship at 10:45 AM in the sanctuary, which by
the way, has the carpet renewed and
regenerated. Thanks to Glenn for finding
someone to dye the carpet, the Property
Committee and Consistory for moving forward,
the congregation for supporting this process, and
very generous members who paid to have it
dyed! Wow! Do we have an INCREDIBLE
congregation or what!!!!

Confirmation Class will also resume Sept. 14th at
6:30 p.m. We will continue some of the lessons

as well as begin planning special worship services such as
Thanksgiving Eve and the early service for Christmas Eve.
By the way, Thanksgiving Eve will be at Heidelberg this
year as we share worshipping with Grace Lutheran. Our
confirmands enjoyed a special retreat at Marsh Creek
sailing along with mentors Judy and Jerry, and my
husband John sailing one of the two Daysailers. Ella
became Captain of one of the “ships” as she steered
perfectly back to shore. There wasn’t much wind, so Julia,
Korine, and Justin enjoyed cooling off in the lake! The
good news was that the storm held off until we were
safely in our cars, ready to head back to church. We
definitely had fun and a desire to return to Marsh Creek
and try the paddle boards.

Continuing with the topic of Christian Education, I am
VERY impressed by those who attended the adult class I
taught at VBS this year. Our topics were “What Is Sabbath
and How Are We To Observe It?,” “True Christianity:
Inexpressible Joy in the Invisible Christ,” “God Uses
Cracked Pots,” and “Surf’s Up,” utilizing Francis Chan’s
message on our walk with God. Because of the lively
discussion during our time together, we focused on four
lessons instead of five, also giving us time to have some
fun playing a game which related to our walk with Christ
being pulled off course by the world. We did an art
project resulting from our discussion on seeing Jesus
through the scriptures without having seen Him in the
flesh; in other words, seeing Jesus without seeing Jesus.
We divided into pairs with one person blindfolding their
partner who would then finger paint without being able to
see. Then the pairs switched so everyone would have an
opportunity to paint if they wanted to. On the last night
of VBS, we embellished our paintings in order for them to
be seen by people who cannot see. The paintings will be
sent to some folks who are blind who could use some
encouragement. The project was two-fold as a way to
reinforce the lesson using creativity and as a mini mission
project from the adult class. The paintings have been
displayed in the narthex and Peggy even sewed her beads
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on by hand! AMAZING! I know the recipients are REALLY
going to appreciate their special paintings. Thank you to all
our volunteers from Heidelberg. Dinners went as smoothly as
always. Kids had fun. I know J.J. enjoyed getting wet, and all
in all, it was a wonderful time for learning about how much
God loves us, God made us, God is for us, God is always with
us, and God made us for a reason. WOW GOD!
Rev. Dr. John Lepera, will be teaching the Adult Sunday School
Class on the topic of "Survey of the New Testament".  We finished
"Survey of the Old Testament" in the spring.  We look forward to
having his expertise on the Bible as well as his sense of
humor. Come one, come all!  Be edified as we glorify God
through His Holy Word.

We give a warm “welcome back” to Reggie Cunningham who
has volunteered to Chair the Christian Education Committee,
help with Tech and the website, and offer a Saturday Evening
Bible study especially geared for any of our members and
friends who are unable to join us Sunday mornings. There are
plans being made to possibly join the discussion via conference
call from the comfort of your home or Facebook live. This new
ministry is scheduled to begin September 16th at 7:00 PM.
Thank you also to Reggie for preaching for me while I was on
vacation, and to Al for leading worship; to Peggy, Shirley, and
Sue for filling in for Nancy while she was on vacation, and to
everyone who makes ministry at Heidelberg viable.
Curt Michener has graciously offered to Chair the Stewardship
Committee as we will sadly miss Roger at the helm as he and
Carol relocate closer to their family. Words can’t express how
much this WONDERFUL couple has impacted the life of our
family here at Heidelberg.
As I’m writing this article, we are anticipating having the
parking lot fixed, sealed, and striped, so again, thank you to
Glenn who spent countless hours meeting with contractors,
Property Committee for your diligence, Consistory for your
support, and the members of our congregation who make
beautifying our church and grounds possible. Obviously, many
of you wear more than one hat!!!
I know Ed has worked diligently to get Re-Creation to join us
again to lead worship and this time it will be in the evening
Sept. 24th at 7:30. It will be the sacred program and we are
hoping for a good turn-out to support this incredible ministry.

Re-Creation will be doing their secular
program the day before at the Autumn Fest
held by the borough.
There’s a lot to share, but hopefully you will
get more details throughout this newsletter
and even more importantly, you’ve been
hearing about what we are doing during
announcements at the beginning of worship.
In love and faithful service to Christ,

Rev. Dr. Marianne Unger, Pastor

Bible School Wrap-up
- Ashley Paskill

From July 16 to July 20, 2017, Maker Fun
Factory VBS was held at Grace Lutheran
Church. Heidelberg teamed up with
Emmanuel EC and Grace to organize and hold
a memorable VBS that taught kids and adults
that God made us, is for us, is always with us,
will always love us and made us with a
purpose (WOW God).
Each night during VBS, kids and adults from
the churches as well as the community
gathered at Grace at 6 for dinner. From there,
the adults broke off into their class while the
kids sang and participated in stations. In years
past, the kids were organized by age group.
This year, kids were broken into mixed age
groups and then smaller “pods” so that the
older kids could help the younger kids with
the various activities.
At the end of the night, the kids and adults
gathered for a snack and a final music session.
The last activity also included a recap of the
day’s lesson, an experiment, and prayer. It
was a fun and memorable week for all
involved. Thank you to all of the volunteers
who helped out in any way and for everyone

who participated.
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Bible Jeopardy
- Judy Stimson

1. The first four disciples.
2. The prayer that Jesus taught the disciples.
3. The books of the Bible that begin with the

letter Z.
4. The name of the book of wise sayings in the

Old Testament.
5. The meaning of Abba, as in the New

Testament.
(answers on page 7)

Christian Education Update
- Reggie Cunningham

I would like to thank Pastor Marianne and the
Christian Ed Committee for allowing me to serve
as chairman of the Christian Education
Committee. I endeavor to uphold the mission of
the Christian Ed Committee, which is to “provide
and foster knowledge of the content and
meaning of the Bible and the history of the
Christian church. CEC will provide educational
opportunities for children and adults, special
educational programs and presentations.” The
Christian Ed Committee and all those involved
with Christian Education will work hard to
promote the word of God to children and adults
so that all would be edified as we share what we
learn to those around us in our everyday lives.
Announcement
Sunday School will start on September 10, 2017.
All are welcome to join us at 9:30 AM.
The Christian Education Committee has agreed
to start a Saturday evening Bible fellowship and
study. The purpose of this study is to provide an
avenue for people to ask questions about
practical life situations, the Bible, and the
Christian faith in general. The first class is
scheduled to begin on September 16th at 7:00 –
8:00 PM. Feel free to send any questions that
you have to rcunningham@heidelbergucc.org. I
hope to see you there.

Recipe Corner
- Judy Stimson

Summer is almost over!
Many of us will be having
at least one more picnic
before the cooler
weather sets in. Often
we want some comfort
food, like spaghetti, but
we don’t want the hot
dinner. Here is a
refreshing twist with a summer Spaghetti Salad, by Sue
Camuso (circa 1987).
Ingredients:

2 bell peppers 1 red onion
3 tomatoes 2 cucumbers
1 lb. thin spaghetti
1 (16 oz.) bottle Wish-Bone Italian Dressing
1 (2.75) container McCormick Salad Supreme
Seasoning

Directions:
Dice peppers and onion; slice cucumbers and cut
tomatoes into bite-size chunks. Cook spaghetti
according to package directions. Mix all ingredients
together in large container. Should be made 12 to 24
hours ahead for best results. Serves a whole bunch!
Enjoy!

Mark Your Calendars
- Jerry Yarbrough

HUCC SUNDAY SCHOOL
RALLY DAY PICNIC

Sunday, September 10, 2017 - Time to be announced

Come and help us kick off the 2017-2018 Sunday School
year with our annual Rally Day picnic. We will enjoy
hamburgers and hot dogs grilled to perfection. There is
always great conversation and fun at this event. So mark
your calendar and get ready to eat and have fun.
We are asking that people with last names beginning with
A through M bring your favorite dessert, and last names
beginning with N through Z bring a salad or appetizer.
Drinks will be provided. Sign-up sheet will be in the
Narthex soon.

See you all there on September 10th!



Page 4 of 8

Gift of Poetry
- Donna Henry

[Donna Henry has provided another of her mother’s poems for our
enjoyment. Donna says: “This is one of my favorites. My mother's
family had their reunions at the old church where her parents are
buried in the cemetery on the hill.”]

The Reunion

Dear Mom and Dad nestled
close in the sod,
Quietly sleeping in the Garden
of God.

Did you know we had
gathered? Did you know we
were there?
Did you hear the old hymns and
the whispers of prayers?

Did you hear kinfolk greeting each other with joy?
Did you hear the report of each new girl or boy?

Yes, dear ones, you knew in your quiet beds there,
That we'd gathered because you had taught us to care.

By caring for us through our sweet carefree years.
You taught us the meaning of joy and of tears.

Rest quietly now - our lessons are learned,
The Peace of the Ages you surely have earned.

Rejoice with us when our Reunion we share.
We enjoyed it because you and God could be there.

- Phyllis Bucher Potts

Celebrating 50 Years
- Glenn Snyder

On Sunday, November 5, 2017
Heidelberg will celebrate the 50th
anniversary of our first service in our
present church building. We are
planning a special service for that
morning’s worship. We will be
contacting many of our former
members and inviting them to come
and share in this special day in
Heidelberg’s history. Please mark
your calendar and plan to join us to
celebrate this Heidelberg milestone.
If you would like to help in planning
this service, please see Glenn Snyder.

Flowers/Bulletins/Greeters
Flowers:

Aug 20 – Steve Heinel in
loving memory of his Dad
Aug 27 – Ruby Haines in
memory of John
Sept 3 – Judy and Al Stimson
Sept 10 – Terry and Bob Krum
in honor of Terry’s, Jack’s, and
Kristen’s birthdays
Sept 17 – Sue Ertel in honor
of JJ and Ashley’s birthdays
Sept 24 – Erin Dallatore in
honor of Donna Crawford’s
and Ruth Miller’s birthdays

Bulletins:
Aug 20 – Steve Heinel
Aug 27 – Ruby Haines
Sept 3 – Open
Sept 10 – Marianne and
Charles Berry in Memory of
Ed Berry
Sept 17 – Gladys Fox in
Memory of Frank Fox
Sept 24 - Open

Greeters:
Aug 20 – Sharon Polukis
Aug 27 – Fred Capanna
Sept 3, 10, 17, 24 – Open

Help Wanted
We have a number of positions
open for just the right persons.
Must be able to extend hand and
clasp another person’s hand
warmly yet gently, while smiling.
Must be friendly, and be able to
enunciate the word “hello”
enthusiastically. That pretty much
describes our whole congregation,
and we need you to be a greeter!
Sign up on the chart in the narthex.

Thanks to

Doris Gerges
and

Clara Nyce
for sponsoring

this issue of
The Challenger!



Page 5 of 8

CALENDAR!
Please confirm committee meeting dates and times with your committee chairperson.

August
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28
Worship

Committee
7:30 PM

29 30 31 SEPT 1 SEPT 2

Please confirm committee meeting dates and times with your committee chairperson.
September

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
3

Sue Camuso
vacation; Amber or
Sheila Allebach
substitutes

4
Labor Day

5 6
Chris Ed 3:30 PM

Scout Leaders
Meet 7:00 PM

Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM

7
Compassionate
Care 7:00 PM

8 9

10
Sunday School
begins 9:30 AM with
Continental
Breakfast; Worship
at 10:45 AM; Rally
Day Picnic

11
Membership

6:30 PM
Stewardship
and Finance

7:30 PM

12
Consistory
7:00 PM

13
Choir Rehearsal

7:30 PM

14
Confirmation

Classes Resume
6:30 PM

15 16
Bible Study &

Fellowship
7:00 PM

17
Food Cupboard

18 19 20
Blood Drive

2:00 – 7:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal

7:30 PM

21
Confirmation
Class 6:30 PM

22
First Day of

Autumn

23
Hatfield Borough

Autumn Fest
3:00 – 7:00 PM

w/Re-Creation @
5:30 PM

24
Re-Creation
7:30 PM

25
Worship
7:30 PM

26
Tech Meeting

7:00 PM

27
Choir Rehearsal

7:30 PM

28
Confirmation
Class 6:30 PM

29 30
Yom Kippur

Coming up October 1st: World Communion Sunday

Give Blood!
- Russ and Becky Burger

We will be hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive on Wednesday, September 20th, from 2:00 –
7:00 PM.  To register and make an appointment, visit redcrossblood.org, and search for
blood drives in Zip Code 19440.  When the map comes up, click on the “By Distance”
tab, and Heidelberg should be the first drive in the list.  If you’ve never donated before,

have questions about donating, or are unsure if you are eligible to donate, you can get a lot of answers here.
Red Cross also encourages you to use RapidPass, which allows you to complete your pre-reading and donation
questions online from the comfort and privacy of your home or office; reducing the time you spend at the blood
drive by up to 15 minutes. It's simple! Just visit redcrossblood.org/RapidPass, read the information, answer the
questions, and print the pass or email it to yourself.
Important to know! RapidPass cannot be completed prior to the date of the drive. You must complete the steps to
redeem your pass on the day you donate, and bring the printed pass with you to your donation, or show it on a
mobile device. RapidPass does not take the place of scheduling an appointment; please schedule as usual.
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Don’t Miss Re-Creation
BELIEVE: A celebration of Faith & Confidence in God’s Mighty Love

Be sure to invite your friends, relatives, and
neighbors to join Re-Creation’s 43rd Edition
for an alive service of worship here at
Heidelberg on the evening of Sunday,
September 24th! “Believe” is a dynamic,
vibrant church experience focusing on the
potential of God’s power in our lives!
Amazing vocal arrangements, respectful
presentation and an inspirational message
of encouragement, healing and LIFE!

An offering will be received to support Re-
Creation’s mission to VA Hospitals.

Re-Creation has been cited by the Freedom’s Foundation at Valley Forge as:

“AMERICA’S AMBASSADORS TO HOSPITALIZED VETERANS”

for providing live, therapeutic entertainment to America’s VA Health Care system for 40 years!

Please come to be inspired by their presentation,
and to support their very important mission to those who have served our country so faithfully.

A Note of Thanks

We received this note of thanks
from Haven of Hope back in May.
Unfortunately, we did not have
enough room to publish it in the
last issue of The Challenger, but
we are happy to share it now.

Thank you to all who continue
to support Haven’s mission!

What gives me the
most hope each day is
God’s grace; knowing
that His grace is going
to give me the strength
for whatever I face,
knowing that nothing
is a surprise to God.

- Rick Warren
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For Kids of All Ages

For Grammar Fanatics:
Q. What should you say to comfort a ruffled grammar
fanatic?
A. There, their, they’re…

Q. What word becomes shorter after you add two
letters to it?
A. Short.

When I was a kid, my teacher looked my way one day
and said, “Name two pronouns.”  I said, “Who, me?”

Never leave alphabet soup on the stove and then go
out.  It could spell disaster.

Q. What’s the difference between a cat and a comma?
A. One has claws at the end of its paws, and the other is
a pause at the end of a clause.

Q. What’s another name for Santa’s elves?
A. Subordinate Clauses.

Bible Jeopardy Answers
- Judy Stimson
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Heidelberg United Church of Christ

Rev. Dr. Marianne Unger, Pastor

August 2017
Heidelberg United Church of Christ
1101 Cowpath Road
Hatfield, PA 19440

Phone: 215-368-0442

Website: www.heidelbergucc.org

Pastor: revm123@gmail.com

Secretary: secretary@heidelbergucc.org

Sunday School and Worship return to regular schedule September 10th
Re-Creation September 24th, 7:30 PM
World Communion Sunday, October 1st
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Our Mission Statement
The mission of Heidelberg United

Church of Christ is to know our Savior
and to let Him work through us

as we reach out in worship, service,
and witness to all.

Our Vision Statement

As Heidelberg United Church of Christ,
we hear God calling us to accomplish
the vision He has provided through:
broadening the base of His church’s

membership within our own
congregation; communicating His

gospel more effectively; serving the
local community with greater

commitment; to grow and strengthen
in the faith with which God has

entrusted us; and, in obedience to His
command and call, ministering in

those ways that will assure the growth
and enrichment of congregational
identity and Christian discipleship.


