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From the Pastor’s Desk  

 
Our Congregation Is Awesome! 

We have the BEST congregation EVER!  Our members 
are the most loving, caring, dedicated, generous, 
talented, and helpful.  We work as a team for the 
benefit of the glory of God.  I am so thankful to be a 
part of the ministry at Heidelberg and blessed to be 
your pastor. 

We raised the most money ever for CROP walk with 
Ashley leading the charge.  Our Sunday School 
teachers are top notch.  The craft Cindra had last 
Sunday was AMAZING!  Rev. Dr. John Lepera will 
continue to teach the adult Bible Study Class through 
the end of this year and will be discussing interesting 
topics in the Bible with a twist.  John has a lot of 
knowledge and humor so I know it is going to be 
enlightening for all who attend. 

Our ministry to the homeless living on the streets of 
Philadelphia has been extremely rewarding.  On our 
last trip, we talked to a man who was in desperate 
need of shoes.  The ones he was “wearing” were 
canvas and they were two inches too small as his 
heels were sticking out the back, unable to fit his feet 
inside.  We found a store that was selling sneakers 
about two blocks away and went on a quest.  Upon 
entering, we thought we’d probably not be able to 
help him as the sticker prices were between $100 and 
$300.  But on the other side of the store, we found 
sneakers between $30 and $40.  They had one pair in 
his size.  Perfect.  I wish our whole congregation 
could have seen the look on his face as he opened 
the box with his brand-new sneakers inside.  A crowd 
was beginning to form as he did so.  It was a moment 
etched deeply in my heart as people walking by 

commented about his nice shoes!  One of our 
members gave us a $100 gift card so we could 
continue to bless people along the way.  Our Harvest 
Home contributions also went to PhilaCare so we can 
give other homeless men/women warm hats, gloves, 
long underwear, socks, and lots of healthy non-
perishable snacks.  The good news is that there were 
less than half the amount of homeless people living 
on the street corners this time.  I’m hoping that we 
have made an impact in our little corner of the city 
and I know we will continue to do so as we pray for 
people others pass by and get to know them and 
their stories so we can share the love of Jesus with 
them. 

Our Elders and Deacons devoted a morning to 
discussing Heidelberg’s future.  We had lots of input 
that was really thought provoking and insightful.  We 
will continue to have similar conversations during 
focus topics at our consistory meetings.  We are living 
in challenging times as the church, but our leadership 
is up for the task. 

What a joy it was to give Evan Currie and Jack Krum 
their Bibles as they are in third grade.  We celebrated 
Children’s Sabbath with wonderful desserts following 
worship.  It was also an honor for me to celebrate 
with Dale Spizziri during his Court of Honor for the 
Boy Scouts as he received his Eagle Award.  The 
puppet stage he designed and built with the help of 
the troop is getting a lot of use!  It will be used in the 
Lansdale Mardi Gras Parade Saturday, November 
23rd.  We have 7 puppeteers and will be singing music 
that relates to the theme of Christmas while handing 
out brochures, candy, and an invitation to our 
upcoming Christmas events.  Scouts also participated 
in our Veterans’ Day Service and all veterans and 
active military personnel received a pin of gratitude 
for their contribution to ensuring our freedoms of 
which we have many. 

Worship has taken on a new venture geared to our 
children.  Ashley, Nancy, Gwen, Sharon, and Sue 
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Kachinsky are taking the children to “Kidz Church” 
following the reading of the scriptures, where our 
kids get to hear a song performed by HOPE’s very 
own talented singer, Michael.  Then they venture 
over to Temple Courtyard for some praise music and 
to Studio H for a craft. 

On a sadder note, we lost one of our faithful to the 
Lord.  Howard Riggins will always be remembered.  
His service of Thanksgiving will be at Heidelberg 
Saturday, November 30th on his birthday when he 
would have turned 94.  Visitation is from 9:30 to 
11:00 a.m., with the service beginning at 11:00.  
There will also be a luncheon in Light Hall following 
the service. 

Our Thanksgiving holiday will begin with a worship 
service Wednesday, November 27th at 7:30 p.m.  
This is a joint service with Grace Lutheran and will be 
held at Heidelberg this year with Pastor Janet 
Peterman preaching. 

Don’t forget Prayer Breakfast the first Sunday of each 
month at 8:30 a.m. and December 1st begins our 
Advent Season with Holy Communion during worship 
and our Advent Workshop from 5-8 p.m. including 
dinner, crafts, conversation, and home-made warm 
cookies fresh from the oven.  We will be caroling to 
our shut-ins Sunday, December 15th following 
worship.  Our puppet team will be part of the 
worship service that day as well.  Our Living Nativity 
is Saturday, December 21st from 6-9 p.m. and we will 
have a special musical presentation during worship 
Sunday, the 22nd.  Our Christmas Eve service will be 
at 8:00 p.m. as this time worked out very well last 
year.  After all these activities and more, I will take 
vacation from December 29th to January 4th.   

I hope you are as excited about the many ministry 
and worship opportunities happening at Heidelberg.  
Thank You to ALL our hard-working members and 
friends.  What a joy it is to serve the Lord together. 

A recent visitor to our church made this comment to 
me after worship:  “I have been church shopping and 
I can say that every church tries to be friendly and 
welcoming:  you achieve it!” 

With love and gratitude, 

Pastor Marianne 

 

 

One More Note  

We lost another faithful member of our congregation 
on November 7th:  Bette A. Hunter.  Bette’s funeral 
service was held yesterday, November 15th.   

We will have “We Remember” articles about both 
Howard and Bette in the next issue of the Challenger.  
Please keep the Riggins and Hunter families in your 
prayers during this difficult time. 

CROP Walk and PhilaCare Mission 
— Ashley Paskill 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the CROP 
Walk.  Together, we were able to raise $1500!  $375 
of this money raised is staying in the North Penn 
area, benefitting Manna on Main Street in Lansdale. 
Thanks to Ashley Paskill, JJ Paskill, Randy Reiff, Sue 
Camuso, and Sue Kachinsky for walking on 
Heidelberg’s team.   

PhilaCare, Heidelberg’s mission to help the homeless 
in Philadelphia, is going down to Philadelphia on 
November 19th.  We will be taking the train.  We'll 
meet at church at 12:30 and carpool to the train 
station.  The ticket is $13 round trip if we get the 
Independence Passes, $16 if we get a regular ticket 
on the train.  If you are interested in participating, 
there is a sign up sheet in the Narthex or email Ashley 
(Paskill.ashley@hotmail.com).  

Bible Jeopardy 
— Judy Stimson 

 
 

 
Bible Children 

1. My father thought God wanted him to sacrifice me 
on an altar.  (Genesis 22:7-14) 

2. I dreamed all my big brothers would bow down 
and worship me.  (Genesis 37:2-11) 

3. I was anointed by Samuel the prophet to be king 
when I was still a boy.  (1 Samuel 16:6-13) 

4. Jesus multiplied my food to feed a multitude.  
(John 6:8-13) 

5. I was given by my mother to priests, who raised 
me.  (1 Samuel 1:20-28) 

(Answers on page 7) 
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We Remember…  Bob Krum 

Where to begin remembering Bob?  Bob and Terry 
came to Heidelberg soon after they were married.  
From the very beginning, both participated fully in 
the life of the church.  For many years Bob 
“anchored” the Bass section in our choir, and in many 
ways, “anchored” the choir itself.  As Terry took over 
the Hospitality Committee, Bob was right there by 
her side, helping out in the kitchen.  Bob was also one 
of those very important people in our church who 
quietly went about taking care of things – like 
unlocking the doors on 
Sunday mornings, moving 
the trash cans out for 
collection once a week, 
and myriad other things 
that most of us weren’t 
even aware of.  

Bob touched many lives 
here at Heidelberg, but as 
a History teacher and coach for 33 years, Bob 
touched many more lives outside the church.  Our 
hearts are with Terry, Amy, Jodie, Matt, and their 
families at this time.   

Upcoming Membership Events 
— Jerry Yarbrough 

Mardi Gras Parade  (Save the Date) 

On Saturday, November 23rd Heidelberg will be 
marching with our float in the annual community 
parade.  This year should be really special as Glenn 
will be pulling behind his truck our float which will 
show off our HOPE Puppeteers.  They will be 
performing through the entire Main Street route with 
special holiday music picked out by Pastor Marianne 
and performed by our own HOPE Puppeteers.  During 
the parade we will be handing out our tri-fold 
brochure with information about our church and the 
schedule for our upcoming Christmas Season.   We 
need hard candy (no chocolate) to be handed out 
with the tri-folds.  There is a box in the Narthex to 
deposit the candy.  Hope to see you on the parade 
route! 

Advent Dinner and Workshop 

Sunday December 1st at 5 p.m.   The Membership 
Committee will be sponsoring our Advent Dinner of 
Spiral Ham with all the seasonal trimmings for 

everyone to eat and enjoy.  Once you are full you will 
have time to create one of several holiday crafts that 
have been planned for you to enjoy.  As if that were 
not enough, the men will be in the kitchen to make 
some holiday cookies to eat warm right out of the 
oven. Yum!   So mark your calendar and come out for 
one of Heidelberg's favorite events and the beginning 
of the Advent Season.  If you want to come but do 
not drive at night, sign up and we will pick you up and 
get back home safely. 

Live Nativity Saturday,  
December 21st 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. (Save the Date) 

This is the cornerstone of Heidelberg Church in our 
community.  There is nothing that we do for our 
community that we are more recognized for than the 
Live Nativity.  Our Scout Troop 141 will be setting up 
the manger scene on Saturday morning and our 
members will be displaying the birth of our Savior 
Jesus from 6 to 9 p.m.  We will again be having 
animals on display with our Joseph and Mary, Angel 
and shepherds watching the flock.  Watch for the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex if you would like to 
participate, or come on out to see the display and 
encourage the participants! 

 
Staging for last year’s Mardi Gras parade 

Friends Club Dinner 
— Sue Camuso 

The Friends Club went out to Indian Valley Country 
Club for dinner on Saturday, September 2nd.  The 
food and fellowship were wonderful!  Thanks to Jerry 
Yarbrough and Randy Reiff (and probably to their 
“silent” partners, Diane Yarbrough and Nancy Kohler, 
too) for making the arrangements and handling all 
the details.  The food and conversation were so good, 
we completely forgot to take pictures!  Even though 
we don’t have the pictures to prove it, a good time was 
had by all! 
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Flowers/Bulletins/Greeters 

Flowers: 
Nov 17 – Open 
Nov 24 – Shirley and Glenn 
Snyder in celebration of their 
54th wedding anniversary 
Dec 1 – Cindra Lohan in 
celebration of Gerry’s 
birthday 
Dec 8 – Erin Dallatore and 
Donna and Nicole Crawford in 
Memory of Howard Miller 
Dec 15 – Open 
Dec 22 – Russ and Becky 
Burger in Memory of Their 
Parents 
Dec 24 – Rose and Kevin 
Kriebel in Memory of Jay, 
Sara, and Fay 
Dec 29 - Open

Bulletins: 
Nov 17 & 24 – Open 
Dec 1 – Open 
Dec 8 – Bev Lersch in Memory 
of Her Mother, Kathryn 
Ockenhouse 
Dec 15 – Open 
Dec 22 – Russ and Becky 
Burger in Memory of Their 
Parents 
Dec 24 – Open 
Dec 29 - Open 

Greeters: 
Nov 17 & 24 – Open 
Dec 1, 8, & 15 – Open 
Dec 22 – Russ and Becky 
Burger 
Dec 24 – Rose and Kevin 
Kriebel 
Dec 29 - Open 

As you can see… 
There are still a few openings for 
persons to sponsor flowers or 
bulletins.  Please see the charts 
in the narthex to sign up and 
remember or honor a loved one. 

Fred Capanna is in charge of 
scheduling ushers.  If you would 
like to serve as an usher, please 
let Fred know. 

One of the best ways to make 
visitors feel welcome is to have 
someone greet them at the door 
and offer a friendly “hello” and a 
genuine smile.  YOU can do that, 
right?  Why not sign up on the 
chart in the narthex as a greeter 
for one of the open dates?   

Recipe Corner 

— Judy Stimson 
The secret is out!  We all look forward to our coffee hours after 
church.  Even better, it’s always a treat to see what Kevin Kriebel 
has in store for everyone.  Our mouths water as a tray of Sticky 
Buns awaits.  Kevin has been gracious enough to share his recipe 
with us.  Enjoy!  

Sticky Buns 

2 loaves of frozen bread dough, thawed 
1 cup raisins, walnuts, or whatever you like 
1 large package Cook and Serve vanilla pudding mix (not instant) 
1 stick butter, melted 
1 cup brown sugar 
2 tbsp milk 
2 tsp cinnamon 

Grease a 9” x 13”pan with Pam spray.  Sprinkle bottom of pan 
with nuts and/or raisins.  Tear bread into walnut sized pieces and 
layer the bottom of pan. 
Heat in pan on stovetop, vanilla pudding, melted butter, brown 
sugar, milk, and cinnamon.  Stir together until smooth.  Pour over 
dough.  Cover with foil and refrigerate overnight. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes, then remove foil and bake 
for 10 more minutes to brown.  Flip onto serving tray immediately 
and serve. 

Women’s Fellowship 

— Bev Lersch 
The Women’s Fellowship will be getting 
together on Tuesday, December 3rd at 
6:00 p.m. for the annual pot luck dinner.  
All are welcome to attend – please watch 
for the sign-up sheet in the narthex, 
where you can indicate what dish you 
will be bringing. 

We will also be packing our “Christmas 
Remembrances,” for shut-ins and others, 
and ask that you please bring two dozen 
of your favorite home-made cookies to 
be included in the packages.   
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Please confirm committee meeting dates and times with your committee chairperson. 

November 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

17 
Stewardship 
Sunday 
Food Cupboard 

18 19 20 
Choir Rehearsal  

7:30 p.m. 

21 
Prayer Shawl 

Ministry  
1 – 3 p.m. 

Scouts 

22 23 
Lansdale Mardi 

Gras Parade  
1:00 p.m. 

24 
Christ the King 
Sunday, Angel 
Tree Up  
Choir Rehearsal 
after worship with 
Grace Choir (at 
Heidelberg) 

25 
Worship 

Committee  
7:30 p.m. 

26 
Tech Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

27  
Community 

Thanksgiving 
service, @ 
Heidelberg 
7:30 p.m. 

28 
Happy 

Thanksgiving! 

29  
Decorating for the 
Holidays 8:00 AM 

until ?? 
Help needed! 

Please let Nancy 
or Cindra know if 

you can help! 

30 
Howard Riggins 

Visitation 9:00 – 
11:00 a.m., 

Memorial Service 
11:00 a.m., 

luncheon 
following 

 

December 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
1st Sunday in Advent; 
Prayer Breakfast 8:30 
a.m.; Communion; 
Cong. Mtg to approve 
2020 Budget; Advent 
Event 5:00 p.m. 

2 
Stewardship 

6:30 p.m. 
Membership  

7:30 p.m. 

3 
Women’s 

Fellowship 
 6:00 p.m.  

Pot Luck Supper! 

4 
Christmas 

Program and 
Choir Rehearsal  

7:30 p.m. 

5 
Scouts 

6 7 
 

8 
2nd Sunday in Advent 

9 
 

10 
Consistory  
7:00 p.m. 

11  
Christmas 

Program and 
Choir Rehearsal  

7:30 p.m. 

12 
Scouts 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
3rd Sunday in Advent; 
Food Cupboard; 
Dedicate Angel Tree 
Gifts 
Caroling to Shut-ins  
1 – 3 p.m. 

16 
 

17 
 

18  
Christmas 

Program and 
Choir Rehearsal  

7:30 p.m. 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry  

1 – 3 p.m. 
(tentative) 

Compassionate 
Care 7:30 p.m. 

Scouts 

20 21 
Christmas 
Program 

Rehearsal Time 
TBD  

Living Nativity 
6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

22 
4th Sunday in Advent; 
Christmas Fund 
Offering; Christmas 
Program;  
Coffee Hour 

23 
 

24 
Christmas Eve 

Service  
8:00 p.m. 

25 
Merry 

Christmas! 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
Pastor Marianne 
vacation; Rev. Harold 
Burkett supplies 

30 
 

Pastor Marianne 
Vacation 

31 
 

Pastor Marianne 
Vacation 

January 1 
New Year’s 

Day! 
Pastor Marianne 

Vacation 

January 2 
 

Pastor Marianne 
Vacation 

January 3 
 

Pastor Marianne 
Vacation 

January 4 
 

Pastor Marianne 
Vacation 

 
Our sincerest congratulations to Jan and Ed Kachinsky, who  
welcomed their second great-granddaughter, Madison Jade  
Shafer on November 1st, weighing in at 9 lbs. 15 oz.   
All the best to the happy family! 
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Holiday News  

The holidays are just around the 
corner, and there are lots of 
opportunities for you between 
now and Christmas.  Here’s a 
summary. 

On Sunday November 24th, our 
Angel Tree will be up and 
decorated with angel ornaments 
that contain the name and gift 
request for a resident of Paradise 
Manor or other person in need.  
Please take an ornament and 
brighten the holiday for 
someone who will truly 
appreciate your efforts. 

Wednesday, November 27th, 
Hatfield Community 
Thanksgiving Service at 
Heidelberg.  Join members of 
Grace, Heidelberg, and some of 
the other churches in Hatfield to 
give thanks at 7:30 PM on the 
27th.  Pastor Peterman of Grace 
Lutheran will be preaching. 

Friday, November 29th, the 
Decorating Committee will be 
decorating the church for 
Christmas beginning at 8:00 a.m.  
Please help if you can!  Speak to 
Cindra Lohan or Nancy Kohler if 
you need more information. 

The Memorial Service for 
Howard Riggins will be held 
Saturday, November 30th at 
11:00 a.m., following visitation 
with the family beginning at 9:30 
a.m.  A luncheon will follow the 
service. 

Sunday, December 1st is the 
First Sunday in Advent, the first 
Sunday in the liturgical year, and 
we celebrate Holy Communion 
on that day.  Please plan to 

attend morning worship.  Come 
at 8:30 and attend the Prayer 
Breakfast, too. 

Also on Sunday, December 1st, 
everyone is invited to attend our 
Advent Workshop event at 5:00 
p.m. in Light Hall.  The evening 
will offer a yummy dinner, crafts 
to get you started on your 
Christmas spirit, and home-
made, fresh-baked cookies that 
will complete your night. 

A sign-up sheet will be in the 
Narthex for those wishing to 
attend.  This has always been a 
well attended event and great 
way to get the holiday season 
going.  We hope to see you 
there! 

Sunday, December 15th, we ask 
that you bring the gifts for your 
Angel Tree recipient, and we will 
dedicate them at the morning 
worship service.  Our HOPE 
Puppet troupe will be 
participating in the worship 
service – don’t miss it! 

On Sunday, December 22nd, we 
will present a special musical 
Christmas program!  This will be 
a little different than in previous 
years, and plans are still coming 
together.  Please join us, and 
stay for a coffee hour after the 
service. 

On December 24th, we will have 
one Christmas Eve service at 
8:00 p.m.  You won’t want to 
miss this special service, filled 
with familiar music, scripture, 
and candlelight. 

Finally, on January 5th, we will 
once again celebrate Holy 

Communion.  Please plan to be 
there to join us at this first 
Communion service of the new 
year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Update 

Of course, today, November 17th 
is Stewardship Sunday.  We hope 
that you remembered to bring 
your Time and Talent Sheets and 
Financial Commitment Cards to 
church with you.  If you forgot or 
were unable to be in church 
today, not to worry – just bring 
them in as soon as you can, and 
return them to the church office. 

The offering received at the 
Thanksgiving Eve service will be 
split equally between the 
Hatfield Pastors' Fund and the 
PhilaCare Homeless Ministry. 

The Advent and Christmas Eve 
offerings will be split between 
Pastor Marianne’s discretionary 
fund and another mission to be 
determined.  Stay tuned for 
more information on that 
offering.   

The Christmas Fund offering 
(received on Dec. 22, 2019, even 
though your offering envelope is 
dated December 23rd) will 
support retired clergy in need as 
well as pension supplements to 
low-income, retired church 
workers.  



 

Page 7 of 8 

For Kids of All Ages 
Silly Jokes to Share at Thanksgiving Dinner: 

Luke: What did the turkey say to the computer? 
Will: What? 
Luke: “Google, google, google.” 

Lisa: What sound does a limping turkey make? 
Zach: I give up! 
Lisa “Wobble, wobble, wobble!” 

Tom: What did the turkey say to the turkey hunter on 
Thanksgiving Day? 
Jerry: What? 
Tom: “Quack! Quack!” 

Kevin: What do you call a turkey on the day after 
Thanksgiving? 
Jake: I don’t know. What? 
Kevin: Lucky. 

Joe:  Why did they let the turkey into the band? 
Matt:  I don’t know.  Why? 
Joe:  Because he had a drumstick! 

Mary: Why can’t turkeys come to church? 
Lucinda:  Why? 
Mary:  Because they use fowl language! 

So THAT’S How You Tell… 

Bible Jeopardy Answers: 

  

Thanksgiving Criss-Cross 

 
Clues: 
Across 
2. They had the first Thanksgiving dinner 
4. Fall drink made from apples 
6. What you put on your lap before you eat 
9. A lot of people do this over the holiday so they can see family 
12. Day of the week when we celebrate Thanksgiving 
13. What is said before dinner 
Down 
1. You use a knife to _____ the turkey 
3. The main course for Thanksgiving Dinner 
4. Red sauce on the side 
5. Vegetables much like sweet potatoes 
7. We gather around the _____ to eat 
8. Month when we celebrate Thanksgiving 
10. What goes in the bird 
11. Most popular pie for Thanksgiving Dessert 
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Rev. Dr. Marianne Unger, Pastor 
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Heidelberg United Church of Christ 
1101 Cowpath Road 
Hatfield, PA  19440 
 
Phone: 215-368-0442 
Website: www.heidelbergucc.org 
Pastor: revm123@gmail.com 
Secretary: secretary@heidelbergucc.org 
Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/heidelbergchurchhatfield 

Access our YouTube Channel 
from our web page. 
 
Nov 27 – Thanksgiving Eve Service 7:30 p.m. 
Nov 29 – Decorating – can you help? 
Dec 1 – 1st Sunday in Advent, Prayer Breakfast, Communion 
Dec 15 – HOPE Puppet Troupe 
Dec 22 – Christmas Musical Program 
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Our Mission Statement 
The mission of Heidelberg United 

Church of Christ is to know our Savior 
and to let Him work through us  

as we reach out in worship, service, 
and witness to all. 

Our Vision Statement 

As Heidelberg United Church of Christ, 
we hear God calling us to accomplish 
the vision He has provided through: 
broadening the base of His church’s 

membership within our own 
congregation; communicating His 

gospel more effectively; serving the 
local community with greater 

commitment; to grow and strengthen 
in the faith with which God has 

entrusted us; and, in obedience to His 
command and call, ministering in 

those ways that will assure the growth 
and enrichment of congregational 
identity and Christian discipleship. 


