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we strengthen our spiritual muscles together
throughout the Lenten Season.

Blessings as we approach the season of Lent!
2020 is a year of vision. Our Elders and Consistory
members will be meeting to discuss our church and
what we see happening for our future as a body of
Christ. Our culture is challenging believers to
approach our faith with a deeper commitment to
making disciples. Church is no longer the center
focus of Sunday mornings for many people. It’s not
the priority for many families. Many Americans have
lost a focus on God and even a belief in God. I truly
believe that we have something special to offer the
world at Heidelberg, or at least the people who live in
our surrounding area. People can find love at
Heidelberg. They can find compassion and caring.
They can find peace and joy and understanding. They
can find a Savior who loves them unconditionally and
who sacrificed His very life in order to demonstrate
His incredible grace. If you are reading the
Challenger, and haven’t been to worship for a while,
now is the time to rekindle your relationship with
God and His children. It’s time to strengthen your
walk with Jesus because you never know when you
just might need His help to get you through a difficult
situation in your life. We will be journeying together
through Lent beginning Ash Wednesday, February
26th, with the reception of ashes and Holy
Communion during worship at 7:30 p.m. I hope that
you will want to be a part of this opportunity to give
thanks to the God who gave us the gift of life and
promises all who call upon His name the gift of
eternal life.

You will find the schedule for the Wednesday evening
Community Lenten services on the next page.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Jerry
Yarbrough for coordinating the scouts for our
February 9th Scout Sunday. It was wonderful to see
so many young people in our sanctuary. The girls of
Troop 141G spent some time on Presidents’ Day
cleaning the tables in Light Hall, cleaning the closet in
the Youth Lounge, and organizing the Sunday School
closet in Temple Courtyard. Special thanks to Stacy
Spizziri for leading her girls in service to our church.

The Scouts who were with us on February 9th.
Thank you to all our teachers for Sunday School, and
to Ashley Paskill, and her assistants, for leading Kidz
Church. Thank you also to Shirley Snyder and Judy
Stimson for putting up the new Stewardship Bulletin
Board. Thank you to everyone who went to give love
and care to the homeless and destitute living on the
streets of Philadelphia. Thank you to all our Deacons
and Elders for your service and to the Hospitality
Committee for providing the luncheon following our
Congregational Meeting. Thank you HOPE puppet
team ministry for your dedication in preparing our
next season of tunes to Praise God.

Sunday, March 1st, we will meet for prayer breakfast
at 8:30 a.m. This time of prayer is open to everyone
as we set aside intentional time to intercede for
those in need. Following prayer breakfast, the adults
will be concentrating on listening for God’s voice as
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A huge thank you to Fred Capanna, leading our Tech
Committee as we finalize our new Website. We are in the
process of moving it from the test domain to the live
domain. Ashley Paskill is very well versed in WordPress
which is the editing software used to update our website
and Fred is becoming more and more skilled every day and
will be a valuable resource for keeping our site up to date.
We are beginning a grief/bereavement support group.
Please let me know if you are interested in participating.
VBS is already in the planning stages and the Golf Outing
date has been set for May 16th.
The Cars For Christ Team has picked a date – July 4th, so we
will hope for nice weather. Thanks, team, for getting the
ball rolling.
Thank you to EVERYONE who makes Heidelberg special and
dedicates your time and talents to making our church the
warm and inviting place that it is.
In Christian Love,
Pastor Marianne Unger

Stewardship Update
- JJ Paskill
A little update to what is going on within the
Stewardship committee.
If you were at the Congregational meeting in
January, you might remember the
announcement of Curt stepping down as
chairperson of the Stewardship committee. As
the new chairperson of the committee, I feel
more responsibility and accountability to the
members of the church. I am truly and humbly
honored to have this leadership position. I am
willing to learn and grow in this season God has
given me to lead such a beautiful group of
people.
In January, Pastor Marianne, Ashley Paskill,
Curt Michener, and I went to Philadelphia to
conduct another round of distributing materials
to the homeless people around Suburban
Station. You may know it as PhilaCare. Ashley
does a wonderful job of organizing and
executing trips to Philadelphia every month or
so.
On Friday, February 21, the committee headed
to Old First UCC at 4th and Race Streets in Old
City to serve dinner to the homeless in that
area. We look forward to this trip every year.
Look for more information about this trip in the
next Challenger.
For the Souper Bowl offering, we raised $53
this year.

Following is the schedule for the Wednesday evening
Community Lenten Services:

Thank you for your support.

March 4: Emmanuel E.C., Father Tufton Preaching
March 11: We host at Heidelberg, Rev. Lambert Preaching
March 18: Grace Lutheran, Deacon Niche Preaching
March 25: Church of The Brethren, Rev. Peterman
Preaching
April 1: St. Maria Goretti, Rev. Clay Moyer Preaching
These services begin at 7:30 p.m. and are followed by a
time of fellowship and refreshments. Please join us for
worship and fellowship with our neighboring churches!
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The Recently-completed
Stewardship Bulletin Board

Membership Updates
-

Jerry Yarbrough

Upcoming Events
Saturday, April 18th Mark your calendars and invite
your friends to our Spring Friends Club Dinner.
Membership is working to secure a place for the
event right now, so watch for more information soon.
Saturday, May 16th, 10:00 a.m. This is the date and
time for our annual Heidelberg/Grace/Abington Golf
Open, which will be held at Mainland Golf Course.
We were blessed with 72 players for this event last
year, and we are hoping for a return of those players
this year. We also were blessed with 40+ sponsors
for the event. So get your teams together and sign
up, or join our sponsor group to have your name on
one of the 18 holes played. The cost to play golf is
$75.00 per player, and $25.00 for a hole sponsorship.
As you know the money raised is used to cover all the
expenses of our summer VBS Program. We hope to
see you on the course as a player or as a sponsor. To
get more information on golfing or sponsorship,
please talk to Dick Stoudt, Fred Capanna, or Dick
Wayland.
Saturday, July 4th 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Come on out for this year’s Cars for Christ Car Show.
There were 82 wonderful cars at our event, and we
are planning for even more this year. With the 9 a.m.
start and 2 p.m. finish, you will still have time to
spend time with family and have a barbecue.
We are planning for food, family fun, and children's
games. So put this date on your calendar and plan to
attend. The money raised from this event is used to
pay for the rental of our Nativity animals later in the
year.

Thank you to
Joan Baack and
Curt and Peggy
Michener
for sponsoring this issue
of The Challenger!

Bible Jeopardy
-

Judy Stimson

Bible Bad Guys (& Girls)
1. I murdered my own brother. (Genesis 4:8)
2. I murdered God’s prophets then was eaten by
dogs when I died. (1Kings 18:4 & 21:23)
3. I refused to let the Hebrew people go until my
people had been struck with ten plagues. Then I
said for them to go. (Exodus 12: 31-32)
4. I betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver. Matthew
27: 27: 3-5)
5. I got Samson to tell me the secret of his great
strength so I could take away his power. (Judges
16: 17-19)
Answers on page 7.

Easter Egg Hunt
What could

possibly be
more fun
than
watching a
bunch of
kiddies hunting Easter eggs? BEING a kiddie who is
hunting the eggs!
Mary Lou Barron and the Easter Bunny need a lot of
help filling all the Easter eggs for the children to find,
so please watch for your opportunity to take some
eggs home to fill. If you are planning on bringing a
child to the Egg Hunt on March 28th, please talk to
Mary Lou ahead of time, so she knows how many egg
collectors to prepare for!
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Recipe Corner
We all love to take time for

fellowship with our church
family at luncheons or
coffee hours. Invariably,
there is always a treat from
one of us that causes the
response “Oh, that is so
good!” Sometimes we’re
fortunate to get the recipe.
Becky Burger brought a full
tray of “Christmas Crack” and took home a tray of
crumbs. Not only the congregation, but the Boy
Scouts loved the sweet and salty treat. Thanks to
Becky for sharing the yummy recipe. Now we can
have “Christmas Crack” at Easter, too. Enjoy!
Christmas Crack Becky Burger





Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Yield: About 35 pieces
Special equipment: Jelly roll pan (10x15inches)

INGREDIENTS:
 28 to 35 saltine crackers (about one sleeve,
enough to line your tray)
 1 cup (220 g) packed dark brown sugar
 1 cup (225 g or 2 sticks) unsalted butter
 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
 2 cups (10 to 12 ounces) semi-sweet chocolate
Store in an airtight container in the refrigerator for
about a week.
Feel free to add 1/2 cup of chopped nuts or
coconut flakes on top once you’ve poured the
melted chocolate.
You can use darker chocolate with higher
percentages of cacao, but these chocolates
sometimes become brittle and separate from the
cracker layer.
We recommend cooling this candy overnight in
the fridge since cooling in the freezer can cause
the chocolate layer and the cracker layer to
separate when you "crack" the candy. If you need
to freeze, let the crackers warm up for about 10
minutes before cracking.

- Judy Stimson
METHOD:
1. Preheat the oven to 400F. Line a 10x15-inch jelly
roll pan with nonstick aluminum foil (preferred) or
regular heavy duty foil, making sure that the foil
completely covers the bottom and sides of the pan.
If using regular foil, spray lightly with baking spray.
Line the saltine crackers in a single layer on the
bottom.
2. Make the caramel sauce: Place the brown sugar,
butter and salt in a medium sized saucepan. Cook on
medium heat, stirring frequently, until the butter
melts. Continue to cook, stirring occasionally, for
another 3 to 5 minutes, just until the mixture comes
to a boil and starts to darken. Remove from heat and
stir in the vanilla extract.
(Note: You're not actually making true caramel here,
so you don't need to be as precise or worry about the
temperature of the caramel. Just make sure it comes
to a boil and wait for it to darken slightly, then
continue.)
3. Pour the hot brown sugar mixture over the saltine
crackers. Spread to evenly coat the crackers.
4. Move the pan to the oven and bake for 5
minutes. The caramel will be hot and bubbly.
5. Melt the chocolate: Place the chocolate in a
microwave-safe bowl. Cook it in the microwave in
30-second intervals at full power, stirring between
each cook time, until the chocolate has melted.
6. Pour the chocolate over the baked crackers: Once
the crackers are done baking, remove from oven and
allow to cool for 1 minute, until the caramel is no
longer bubbling. Then pour the melted chocolate
over the crackers. Use a spatula to spread the
chocolate evenly over the top.
7. Cool the crackers overnight: Let the crackers cool to
room temperature then move to the refrigerator
and cool over night.
8. "Crack" the crackers: The crackers will form a single
sheet once cool. Remove from pan and gently peel
the foil away, being careful not to tear the foil. (If
any bits of foil tear and get stuck in the caramel,
break those bits away and discard.) Cut the candy
into snack-sized pieces using a chefs knife (you can
use your hands, too, but I find it easier with a knife).
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Calendar
Please confirm meeting times and dates with your chairperson.
Sunday

Monday
23

Transfiguration
Sunday
Challenger
Distributed

February 2020

Tuesday
24

25

Worship
Committee
7:30 p.m.

Wednesday
26

Ash Wednesday
Service with
Communion and
imposition of
ashes
7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Friday
27

Saturday
28

29

Scouts

Prayer Breakfast
Our next Prayer Breakfast will be Sunday, March 1,
2020 at 8:30 a.m. Come and join the morning of
fellowship and prayer. There is always room for you.
Like the loaves and fishes, there is always more than
enough for all who come.
Please confirm meeting times and dates with your chairperson.
Sunday

Monday
1

1st Sunday in Lent
Prayer Breakfast
8:30 a.m.
Communion Service
10:45 a.m.

2
NO
Membership
Meeting
Stewardship
7:30 p.m.

8

22

3

9

16

17

23
Worship
Committee
7:30 p.m.

24
Tech Meeting
7:00 p.m.

7

13

14

20

21

Christian Ed
6:30 p.m.
TENTATIVE Choir
Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.
Scouts

19
Prayer Shawl
Ministry
1 – 3 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.
Scouts

26
Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.
Scouts

Note for HOPE Puppeteers: NO practice on February 26, March 11, or April 8.
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6
World Day of
Prayer

12

25
HOPE Practice
6:30 p.m.
Comm. Lenten
Service @Church
of the Brethren
7:30 p.m.

Saturday

5

18
HOPE Practice
6:30 p.m.
Comm. Lenten
Service @Grace
Lutheran
7:30 p.m.

Friday

Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.
Scouts

11
Comm. Lenten
Service
@Heidelberg
7:30 p.m.

St. Patrick’s Day

Thursday

4
HOPE Practice
6:30 p.m.
Comm. Lenten
Service
@Emmanuel EC
7:30 p.m.

10
Consistory
7:00 p.m.

3rd Sunday in Lent
Food Cupboard

4th Sunday in Lent
One Great Hour of
Sharing

Wednesday

Women’s
Fellowship/Soup
6:00 p.m.

2nd Sunday in Lent
Daylight Savings
Time Begins

15

March 2020

Tuesday

27
Quilt Group
9:00 a.m.

28
Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 a.m.

Please confirm meeting times and dates with your chairperson.
Sunday
MARCH 29

Monday
MARCH 30

Tuesday
MARCH 31

5th Sunday in Lent
Challenger News
Due

Wednesday
APRIL 1

HOPE Practice
6:30 p.m.
Comm. Lenten
Service @St.
Maria Goretti
7:30 p.m.

5
Palm Sunday
Prayer Breakfast
8:30 a.m.
Challenger
Distributed

April 2020

6
Membership
6:30 p.m.
Stewardship
7:30 p.m.

7

Thursday
APRIL 2

Friday
APRIL 3

Saturday
APRIL 4

10

11

Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.
Scouts

8
TENTATIVE Choir
Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.

9
Maundy Thursday
Soup Supper
With Communion
6:30 p.m.

Good Friday
Prayer Vigil
2:00 – 7:30 p.m.

Our Easter morning services, with Communion, will be at 8:00 and 10:45 a.m.
We look forward to seeing you!

Flowers/Bulletins/Greeters
Flowers:
Feb 23 – Russ & Becky Burger
in celebration of their 51st
anniversary
Mar 1 – Doris Gerges in
memory of Jim Gerges
Mar 8 – Gwen Heinel and
Barb Clipsham in loving
memory of their Dad
Mar 15 – Open
Mar 22 – Erin Dallatore and
Donna Crawford in honor of
Nicole’s birthday
Mar 29 – Clara Nyce in
memory of Lloyd Nyce
Apr 5 – RevM and John in
honor of their anniversary
Bulletins:
Feb 23 – Russ & Becky Burger
in memory of loved ones
Mar 1 – Doris Gerges in
memory of Jim Gerges
Mar 8 – Open
Mar 15 – Open
Mar 22 – Open
Mar 29 – Open
Apr 5 – Open

Greeters:
Feb 23 – Russ & Becky Burger
Mar 1 – Open
Mar 8 – Gladys Fox
Mar 15 – Gerri Nelson
Mar 22 – Open
Mar 29 – Open
Apr 5 – Open

Please Sign Up!
It’s still early in the year so there
are lots of openings for persons
to sponsor flowers or bulletins.
Please see the charts in the
narthex to sign up and
remember or honor a loved one.

One of the best ways to make
visitors feel welcome is to have
someone greet them at the door
and offer a friendly “hello” and a
genuine smile. YOU can do that,
right? Why not sign up on the
chart in the narthex as a greeter
for one of the open dates?
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Fred Capanna is in charge of
scheduling ushers. If you would
like to serve as an usher, please
let Fred know.

How Do I Pay?
There have been some questions
recently about paying for
flowers, bulletins, or sponsorship
for The Challenger. Flowers are
$15.00, Bulletins $8.00, and
Challenger Sponsorship $25.00.
You can simply add the
additional money to your regular
offering envelope, and mark on
the outside of the envelope what
the additional money is for, OR
put it in a separate envelope,
including your name and what it
is for on the envelope.
Thank you!

For Kids of All Ages
Time and Money…

An Easy Mistake…

Joe climbed to the top of Mt. Sinai to get close
enough to talk to God. Looking up, he asked the
Lord, “God, what does a million years mean to You?”
The Lord replies, “A minute.”
Joe then asks, “And what does a million dollars mean
to you?
The Lord replies, “A penny.”
Joe asks, “Can I have a penny?”
The Lord replies, “In a minute.”

Live and Learn…

Lenten Word Search
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Word List: ASHES, CHRIST, CROSS, FASTING,
FORGIVENESS, GOD, JOURNEY, LOVE, PRAYER,
PREPARE, REPENTANCE, SACRIFICE, SAVIOR

Bible Jeopardy Answers
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Heidelberg United Church of Christ
Rev. Dr. Marianne Unger, Pastor
February 2020
Heidelberg United Church of Christ
1101 Cowpath Road
Hatfield, PA 19440
Phone:

215-368-0442

Website:

www.heidelbergucc.org

Pastor:

revm123@gmail.com

Secretary:

secretary@heidelbergucc.org

February 26 – Ash Wednesday; Service w/Communion at 7:30 p.m.
March 1 – Prayer Breakfast, 1st Sunday in Lent, Communion 10:45 a.m.
April 5 – Palm Sunday; beginning of Holy Week
April 12 – Easter Services at 8:00 and 10:45 a.m.
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Our Mission Statement
The mission of Heidelberg United
Church of Christ is to know our Savior
and to let Him work through us
as we reach out in worship, service,
and witness to all.
Our Vision Statement
As Heidelberg United Church of Christ,
we hear God calling us to accomplish
the vision He has provided through:
broadening the base of His church’s
membership within our own
congregation; communicating His
gospel more effectively; serving the
local community with greater
commitment; to grow and strengthen
in the faith with which God has
entrusted us; and, in obedience to His
command and call, ministering in
those ways that will assure the growth
and enrichment of congregational
identity and Christian discipleship.

