[image: See the source image]We are pleased to welcome Rev. Tom Souders this morning.  He has degrees from Lehigh University (BA Chem) and Lancaster Seminary (BD).  He served as Pastor for Barnesville Charge UCC from 1963 through 1969, and St. Marks German Reformed Church from 1969 through 2004, as well as serving as an interim pastor for Emmanuel EC Church in 2005.  He and his wife, Beryl, have three children and three grandchildren.
Rev. Souders was born “Thomas Griffith Schroeder” (we won’t tell you what year).  His father lost his life during World War II, and his mother remarried.  Tom and his siblings were to be adopted, and they began using the name “Souders” as children.  When he applied for Social Security, he found that the adoption apparently had never been completed, and as far as the Social Security Administration was concerned, he did not exist!  We’re happy that they straightened things out, and that he does, in fact exist, so that he can be here this morning.


[image: Image result for cross and bible clipart]Our Mission Statement
The mission of Heidelberg United Church of Christ is to know our Savior and to let Him work through us as we reach out in worship, service, and witness to all.
Our Vision Statement 
As Heidelberg United Church of Christ, we hear God calling us to accomplish the vision He has provided through: broadening the base of His church’s membership within our own congregation; communicating His gospel more effectively; serving the local community with greater commitment; to grow and strengthen in the faith with which God has entrusted us; and, in obedience to His command and call, ministering in those ways that will assure the growth and enrichment of congregational identity and Christian discipleship.


We Welcome You to
Heidelberg United Church of Christ, Hatfield …
… A Faith Community With a Place for You
Sunday, July 26, 2020	10:00 a.m.
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Memory verse:  Proverbs 26:18&19
18 Like a madman who throws firebrands, arrows, and death,
19 is the man who deceives his neighbor and says, “I am only joking!”
	RINGING OF THE BELL
	WELCOME
	JOYS AND CONCERNS
	ANNOUNCEMENTS/BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
	PRELUDE  
*	OPENING HYMN:	NO. 270
“Wonderful Words of Life”
*	SOLEMN DECLARATION
*	CALL TO WORSHIP “
“Come, We That Love the Lord”
Come, we that love the Lord, 
And let our joys be known;
Join in a song with sweet accord, 
And thus surround the throne.
INVOCATION (ALL)
Meet us here, holy God, to search our hearts and strengthen our spirits.  Plant your Word among us that it may spring up in nurturing, inviting ways for the sake of all creatures.  May we find in these moments of worship the assurance we need to live triumphantly in the face of loss, discouragement, and suffering.  Lead us, by the teaching and example of Jesus Christ, to trust you and your will for us.  We believe that whatever happens, you can bring some good from it.  Show us, O God, the good you intend.  Amen.
CALL TO CONFESSION (PASTOR)
We who profess our faith are challenged to be honest about our doubts.  Our pretense of concern for others is tainted by our self-interest.  Our great plans are compromised by little deceits.  God judges as well as upholds.  Surely all of us need to seek forgiveness.
(Moment of Silent Prayer)
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (ALL)
You know us, God, better than we know ourselves.  You know the ways we scheme and manipulate for our own advantage.  You are aware of how often our deeds fail to match the faith we claim.  Help us to face ourselves with honesty.  Give us the will and courage to change our ways.  We give thanks for Christ’s intercession for us.  We rejoice as the Spirit gives voice to all we cannot express.  Save us, O God, that our lives might give expression to your reign.  Amen.
KYRIE:
		Pastor:		Lord, have mercy upon us.
		People:	Lord, have mercy upon us.
		Pastor:		Christ, have mercy upon us.
		People:	Christ, have mercy upon us.
		Pastor:		Lord, have mercy upon us.
		People:	Lord, have mercy upon us.
*	ASSURANCE OF PARDON (PASTOR)
Praise our God, who forgives and restores.  Give thanks for the inheritance that is ours in Christ Jesus.  We have received a pearl of great value, a treasure undeserved, a pardon unmerited.  Nothing can separate us from the love of God -- not death or life, not angels or rulers, not things present or things to come, not heights or depths; no earthly power or anything in all creation can take away God’s abiding concern and care for each one of us.  Praise God!
*	CHORAL RESPONSE 	NO. 623
“Gloria Patri”
*	APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hades; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
	COLLECT			BRENT GERGES
Matthew 23:1-22
Proverbs 16:27-30
James 3:1-12
	SERMON:  “I’m Just Sayin!”
“Truth is the ultimate arbiter of the choice of words and discretion is the governor of the utterance thereof.”
 - SchroederSohn
*	SERMON HYMN:	NO. 450
“Lord, Speak to Me”
	PASTORAL PRAYER
	THE LORD’S PRAYER (ALL)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
OFFERING
*	OFFERTORY RESPONSE	NO. 625
“Doxology”
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
*	PRAYER OF DEDICATION (ALL)
The gift of your realm is precious to us, O God.  It is worth our greatest efforts and our caring sacrifice.  As we search for the best in life, we also want to share our faith discoveries with friends and neighbors.  We do that personally and with our giving.  May our outreach proclaim to all that nothing can separate us from your love.  We give you thanks that you have entrusted to us all that we are privileged to share.  Amen.
*	BENEDICTION
*	FOUR-FOLD AMEN
*	CLOSING HYMN: 	NO. 76
“O, For a Thousand Tongues”
We carry the light of Christ into the world.
*	POSTLUDE
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~





Welcome to Heidelberg!
It is a pleasure to have you with us, and we hope your worship experience with us is meaningful. 

* * * A N N O U N C E M E N T S * * *
                                     July 26:  Erin Dallatore, 
[image: ]                  Matthew Yothers
July 30:  Al Stimson
July 31:  John Lepera
The Flowers and Bulletins are given today by Andrea Smith in celebration of her daughter Jennifer’s 30th birthday.
The Communitas newsletter is available online at PSEC.org under the "EVENTS & NEWS” heading.
Summer Hymn Requests for Opening and Closing Hymns.  Please put your requests on the white board in Light Hall.  Sue Camuso will try to work your requests into one of our services this summer!
If you have offering for today’s worship service please put in offering plate beside the altar before worship begins.
We have openings to sponsor Flowers and Bulletins for August 9, 23, and 30.  If you are interested, please notify Nancy or sign the charts in the Narthex.
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